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Presidential QRM 
By Sam Lipson, KOG6JR 


Well, it is August and that means that there are less than two months until PACIFI- 
CON ’98. I hope that all of you are involved in this great Pacific Division Convention. 
If you are, we thank you. If not, there are still lots of jobs which need to be done. 
Contact Greg, KE6VTA or anyone else on the Pacificon committee for ideas. We 
welcome everyone’s participation. The more people helping out, the less for each 
member of the team to do and more time to enjoy the convention as well. 

Also, September brings our semi-annual auction. Now is the time to look for those 
items which you no longer want in your shack. What you don’t need or want may be 
something special to another Ham. Take a good look around and see what you can 
find. 

As you may have noticed recently, the Carriér is a bit thin. This is because we are 
still looking for material to publish. Jerry, W6UV, does a great job with the editorial 
work on our newsletter, but the material must come from us. If we send Jerry materi- 
als, then he will publish it and we will have more interesting Ham related material in 
our mail boxes every month. Think about what you have done recently and write 
about it. It can be about a Public Service event, an outing or just an evening spent 
working in your shack. We encourage all of you to write for OUR Carrier. 

This has been a very busy year for Public Service. I want to thank each and every 
one of you who has participated. This is great publicity for Ham Radio as well as just 
knowing that we can help out our communities. Public Service is also great practice 
for emergency communications. Keep up the great work and keep volunteering. Ev- 
eryone appreciates it. 

So, until the next meeting, I look forward to hearing you on the air. 

73, de Sam, KO6JR 


From the Repeater Committee 
By Jim Brunk, Chairman 


Some Thanks 

Several hams have donated the funds required to replace the ATV amplifier. We want 
to recognize Tom, KC6TNB, Vincent, WA6QHR, Ernie, W6VQ, Dan, KF6IQL, Dave, 
N6SWE, Alexander, WA6JYO, Marv, WA6NQR, Jaroslav, KB6T, Frank, W7ILZ, 
Bill, WA6VZG and John, K3ZJJ. The generosity of these hams has paved the way for 
improved reception for the ATV community. 

The committee would like to also thank Michael, KF6MBJ, Denis, KF6FGB and 
John, KF6QNS for last month’s signal reports. 

The signal report form has been printed in the last several Carriers. It is also found 
on the Design Link BBS in the repeater section and is on the MDARC web page at 
the specific address of http://www.mdarc.org/rrrcs1.html. If you encounter signal 
strength of less than S9 or have any other comments, send in a report. 

These surveys allow us to find out where the poor locations exist. With this feed- 
back, we can plan for future system enhancements. Please help us out. I hope that 
everyone has had a chance to see the coverage map on the MDARC web page. It is 
presented as two links off the repeater page. There is a large format one and a small 
format one. It shows that we can cover a major portion of Northern California. 


Update on Jammers 

Since the last report, we have identified a person who has been maliciously interfer- 

ing with our repeaters. One of the DF teams was able to walk up to the house where 

the signals were coming from. The data we developed has been turned over to the 
continued on page 3 
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Emergency News and Views 
By Robert Hampton, KF6FGH, MDARC Emergency Coordinator 


Wow, it’s been a long time since we have seen some sun and hot weather, 
and boy is it HOT here now..whooa! Along with this well deserved dry spell 
comes a few out-breaks of fires and electrical storms (read: more fires). (sorry 
we don’t miss ya El Nifio, at least not yet!) Some of us may volunteer and get 
called out for some emergency support and be summons for our.radio com- 
munications expertise! 

Are you ready for the expertise part? Expertise should not be a scary word. 
All you really have to be is “prepared”. Now being prepared is pretty easy at 
our M.D.A.R.C. club. We have weekly nets that allow you to test your radios 
(video,amateur X.25 packet APRS, antennas, and other equipment) and great 
communicators to talk with the rest of the time (that’s you!). Also the club 
has public service events where you get to take your radios and help out a 
bicycle race, a horse endurance run, a Walk-a-thon, etc. Matter of fact, there 
are 4 events coming up in the next couple of months! Talk to Jeff Hart, 
KF6EUM. This gives you practice under unusual terrains, obstacles and dis- 
tances. 

These types of events help you to learn and practice your communication 
coordination, Net Control, and message handling skills. You would be suprised 
how rusty you can get without practice in receiving messages, especially 
during a crisis. And missing a few words here and there can cause real prob- 
lems (“So, was that two hundred or two thousand sandwiches and bottles of 
water for the fire crew?” See what I mean? Either a big waste of food, or 
some well deserved fire folks are not going to get fed.) 

So get out there and do at least one event this Summer/Fall. Besides being 
fun, you may even learn a few things about you and your radio equipment’s 
abilities! 

Even if you don’t have a hand-held try to tackle some message handling on 
the HF, UHF or VHF traffic nets. There are Message Traffic Nets going on 
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“all the time. Find them, ask around. If-youare in San Francisco-atnoon-on - 


Tuesdays when they test their emergency sirens around the city, check in to 
the San Francisco Office of Emergency Services (O.E.S.) - Communications 
Support Group (146.790 (-) PL Tone 88.1, or 443.100 (+) PL=114.8). Tell 
‘em KF6FGH sent you! (Remember to take your radio equipment with you 
to work, or where ever you go, as they don’t do you any good if it’s on a 
shelf at home! You never know when you will need it. It may be your only 
communications device available at the time.) 

Hey, have you taken a N.E.R.T. (Neighborhood Emergency Response Team) 
training class yet? The N.E.R.T. classes give you great basic training in han- 
dling disaster situations. You will learn about searching and marking build- 
ings, using fire extinguishers properly, casualty triage, etc. Los Angeles started 
the N.E.R.T. program after their big quake. The San Francisco Fire Depart- 
ment followed and offers the N.E.R.T. classes all year around (over 7000 
San Francisco residents have taken it so far, including yours truly and I live in 
Oakley! It was the best 6 weeks of training I have had in personal survival. (It 
is held one night or day a week with actual fire chiefs and fire fighters) It may 
help you save a life and your property. Also, Ed Richie, K6SFD, states that 
the San Ramon Fire Department also puts on great N.E.R.T. classes. Just’ 
ask him! 

Do you belong to R.A.C.E.S? Do you know what frequencies are used in 
emergencies? Do you know the communications protocol used? Ed Ritchie 
again is offering a class in San Ramon to show you. Ed will announce the 
date and exact location during the Thursday NET (7:30 pm on 147.060 PL 
100.00 (-) offset) as soon as it is confimed. Ed may also submit the info in the 
Carrier if in time to post. 

Getting on with emergencies..... Notice we have not heard or felt any 
earthquakes, temblers or have experienced any other local major disasters 
lately? Good for us. But don’t get too comfortable. Don’t live in fear, just be 
prepared. Do you have the things you and your family will need to survive for 
a week or two on the streets if things shake up real bad around here with no 
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Transmitter Hunt Sends Hams In All Directions 
By Dick Schulze, AAGDL 


The gurus of fox hunting, Syd Furman, W6QWK, and Rich 
Harrington, KN6FW, have taken a stab at revising Fox Hunting 
for MDARC. 

On July 25" at 6:00 pm a small group assembled at the Di- 
ablo Golf course off Ygnacio Valley Road in Walnut Creek. Syd 
was the “fox” was already broadcasting a continuous signal on 
a fixed frequency some miles away where he had concealed 
himself. The camouflage was excellent. He just parked on a 
public street and stood next to his vehicle to which was at- 
tached a fifteen foot mast and antenna. For some of us he 
could have been 200 feet away and we would have missed him. 

Some of the contestants pared up. Don Anthony, N6SIA, 
and John Schulze, KF6MNL, were in John’s truck. Dan 
Goemmel, KQ6AR and Bob Prater, W5BLT, were in Dan’s 
truck and Jay Caldis, KT6Y, and Dick Schulze, AA6DL, were 
in Dick’s wife’s car with a sun roof (we weren’t going to waste 
time stopping for readings). Howard Burk, KE6PTT, was solo 
as were Ron Susztar, N7TVE, and Rich Herrington. 

Ron and Rich, the admitted experts, set up an antenna that 
somewhat resembled the cantilever section of the bay bridge 
and only slightly smaller. They, by agreement, gave us the bear- 
ing they thought the signal was coming from. Jay and I listened 


News and Views 
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utilities or water available? When the roads and all public transit 
networks are down? When the ATM’s are down and you can- 
not get to your money? When all fire, ambulance, hospital rooms 
and emergency support personnel are over booked and can’t 
handle your damaged building or wounds? 

In the next couple of issues I will offer some lists of “must 
have/must do” to review, and some thoughts on utilities around 
your home (i.e. when and if you should turn off, or back on 
your utilities?) Where to meet or contact family members when 
seperated? What those big 30 gallon trash bags can do for you 
(remember: don’t step in it!)???? We will learn together..... 

There are numerous resources out there for preparing for 
emergencies. Read up and practice with your family. Most cit- 
ies have emergency city-wide drills once or twice a year. Par- 
ticipate! 

If you have any other items to offer let me know and I will add 
them to our ongoing lists. We will also discuss emergency radio 
communications issues. 

Remember the most important thing to consider at a time of 
emergency is you and your immediate family. If you happen to 
be at work or in transit this may include your surrounding co- 
workers or other peds or BART/auto/motorcycle/bicycle trav- 
elers. Each with their own situations and needs. Are you ready 
to assist? Let’s find out together... stay tuned...... 

Until next issue, have fun and make sure your pets and live- 
stock have lots of water during our hot spell! Are your batteries 
charged and ready for action? See ya next issue.... 


intently, took our readings (we each had borrowed directional 
antennas) of the signal as reflected from some other hill and 
took off rapidly 180 degrees from the direction the experts had 
kindly told us the fox was located. 

The idea is to locate the fox with as few miles of driving as 
possible. There is no time limit. However, we drove as rapidly 
as we could easterly on Ygnacio so as to overtake John and 
Don who were also heading in the wrong direction. Once over 
the hill the sound disappeared so we were astute enough to 
turn around at Cowell Road and headed (unknowingly) in the 
right direction. At the next opportunity Jay picked the correct 
bearing but | insisted we turn 90 degrees off the course. Jay 
went along with this because I was driving. As darkness began 
to fall the fox decided we needed more help than just a homing 
beacon and after some broad hints he resorted to an old fash- 
ioned talk-in. We were a few minutes ahead of Don and John. 

The pros, Ron Susztar and Rich Harrington went directly to 
the fox in 7.3 miles. They were followed by Dan Goemmel and 
Bob Prater in 12 miles and then Howard Burk in 14.7 miles. 
The mileage of the rest of us was mercifully not recorded. 

Thanks to Rich and Syd for this fun event. 


From the Repeater Committee 
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Amateur Auxiliary’s Official Observers for processing with the 
FCC. 

We still need help to identify the other jammers. Use your 
reverse function to listen to the input frequency while the jam- 
mer is transmitting. If you can hear a signal, note the time, 
location and relative strength. You may email this information 
to Howard, KE6PTT, at ke6ptt@bigfoot.com. 


MDARC General Meeting Minutes 
July 17, 1998 


The meeting was called to order by Vice President Stu Can- 
non, KE6OFD, at 8:05 pm. 

Stu announced visitor introductions; KC6MLJ, John was the 
only visitor, and one of the two upgrades. 

Jeff Hart, KF6EUM, asked for volunteers for the various public 
service events, including the Fire Olympics next week, and the 
Hekaton on Sept. 6. 

George Roush, WB6OFH, reminded members of the picnic 
tomorrow. 

dim Brunk, N6BHX, advised members with questions or con- 
cerns about repeater use to e-mail Howard, KE6PTT. 


Page 4 


Vicki Zumwalt, N6KLS, and Greg 
Estep, KE6VTA, provided a Pacificon 
update, and asked for more helpers for 
the event. 

Lauren Styles, WA6CIE, reported on 
Field Day, noting that Murphy’s Law 
struck again in several ways. However, 
the group enjoyed the nearby astronomy 
group, and was able to use their telescope 
for some pictures broadcast. 

John Schulze, KF6MNL, announced 
the drawing for door prizes. 

Dick Schulze, AA6DL, reminded mem- 
bers of two transmitter hunts, one at the 
picnic, and one the following Saturday 
at 6:00 pm at the Diablo Hills golf course. 

VP Stu announced that the speaker for 
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the evening would be Robert Sims from 
MAHA. 

Treasurer Greg Estep reported the bal- 
ance in the treasury . 

EC Robert Hampton, KF6FGH, noted 
the coming RACES training session in 
San Ramon in August, coordinated by 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD. Robert reminded 
members to keep their skills sharp by 
volunteering for public events. 

Stu noted several comments regarding 
slow delivery of the Carrier. 

Stu adjourned the meeting at 8:28 pm 
for refreshments and an informative pro- 

- gram by Robert Sims. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
7/13/98 ; 


Present 

Jay Caldis (KT6Y), Dick Schulze 
(AA6DL), Jim Brunk (N6BHX), Greg 
Estep (KE6VTA), Tracy Schwartz 
(KE6TOT), George Roush (WB60FH), 
Sam Lipson (KO6JR), Robert Hampton 
(KF6FGH), Ed Ritchie (K6SFD), Stuart 
Cannon (KE6OFD), Keith Lattin 
(N6PMF) and Cal Groom (KE60EH). 


Social Committee Report 

Given by George Roush and Tracy 
Schwartz. There are 68 adults and 11 
children signed up for the club picnic and 
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the committee is ready to purchase the supplies. Guidance pro- 
vided by the board that the Holiday Party would be casual this 
year. 


Repeater Committee Report 

Presented by Jim Brunk. Requested guidance from the board 
for repeater committee membership guidelines. The board 
unanimously supported repeater committee membership re- 
~ quirements and Referred the matter to Cal Groom and Sam 
Lipson to develop a club by law revision recommendation to be 
presented to the general membership at the club meeting in 
August. One of the repeater jammers has been identified anda 
straw vote passed to print an article in the Carrier without print- 
ing the name. Diablo Communications will be notified that the 
fee increase should be effective 08/01/98. Jim Brunk and Keith 
Lattin will write a letter concerning the increase. 


Budget/Audit Report 

Presented by Ed Ritchie and Greg Estep. Membership income 
is running behind budgeted income for this year, partially be- 
cause of an extra mailing done within this budget year that 
actually applied to last year. PACIFICON financial statements 
balanced to the penny. There is a problem balancing assets to 
expenditures as a result of combining the accounting from the 
repeater committee into the general club books. Keith Lattin 
said he would work with Ed Ritchie and Greg to help balance 
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the asset records. 


General Comments from the floor 

Jay Caldis mentioned that there are difficulties with the Carrier 
delivery process as he is receiving them late for distribution. 
Dick Schulze mentioned the need for the roster updates. It was 
brought out that the process is continually being reviewed and 
that we are always looking for ways to improve the entire Car- 
rier publishing process. Jim Brunk stated that there may be a 
need for more VECs to assist with testing. Dick Schulze men- 
tioned the need for more planning for Field day and Keith Lat- 
tin stated that he would make sure the trailer would be ready 
and he would be participating next year. 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
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Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
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PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire ° 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Repeater Operation Rules 


The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club maintains and operates high-quality, wide-coverage repeaters for the use of all amateur 
radio operators. Operation and use of these repeaters shall comply fully with the Amateur Radio Service (Part 97) regulations of 
the Federal Communications Commission’s Private Radio Service, and the following rules of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 


Club: 


The repeaters are provided for the purposes of contacting and passing information between fellow amateur radio operators, 
and providing service to the public as a voluntary, noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to provid- 
ing emergency communications. 


In the spirit of the Amateur Radio Service, users shall respect and support each other in a courteous and positive manner. 

Due to the wide coverage of the repeaters and the club’s large membership, the length of QSOs should be kept to a minimum. 
Conversations shall be limited to 10 minutes during commute hours; 6:00-9:00 am and 4:00-7:00 pm. Operators should 
always pause before transmitting, to allow another station to break in. Please use simplex frequencies or HF bands for “rag- 


chewing.” 


Operators shall announce their call sign before transmitting any touch-tone commands, at the end of each communication, 
and every ten minutes or less during a communication. 


There shall be absolutely no communications containing obscene, indecent, or profane words, language, or meaning. Discus- 
sion of political or potentially sensitive social issues shall be avoided. 


No one shall cause or condone the malicious or intentional interference of anyone’s communications on the repeaters. 


7. Operators shall not communicate with, or discuss the actions of, anyone who violates these rules. 


8. Control Operators are required to turn off a repeater to terminate improper operation or use. 


9. The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club Board of Directors reserves the right to forbid the use of the repeaters by anyone ome 
repeatedly violates these rules, or anyone who facilitates or encourages others to violate these rules. 


Poor Morse Code Skills = 


On the night of 14 October 1996, the aircraft carrier USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, and the cruiser USS Leyte Gulf, were 
engaged in pre-deployment drills and tests off the Atlantic Coast. 
The Roosevelt was testing its Challenge Athena communica- 
tions system, which was getting interference from the ship’s 
radar system. At the same time, the Roosevelt was also testing 
its propulsion systems and conducting electric power shifts— 
which caused communications gear to cease operations at times. 
Part of the propulsion system tests included putting the engines 
astern for long periods of time. 

The Leyte Gulf was trailing the Roosevelt at a range of about 
4,000 yards, and had not been informed of the tests being 
conducted on the Roosevelt. Because the communications sys- 
tems on the Roosevelt were not able to be used, the two ships 
were using flashing light to exchange messages, a method used 
in yesteryear’s Navy, but apparently a lost art today. It took 25 
minutes for one message to be received and passed on to the 


$10,000,000 Damage 


bridge. Flashing light messages are sent using Morse code, and 
the text of the message that was received was garbled. 

At 2:44 a.m., the Roosevelt went to “Emergency Back Full” 
on its engines and was going astern at 17 knots. At 2:49 a 
signalman aboard the Roosevelt started to send a message that 
said, “My engines are astern.” The Leyte Gulf had not been 
told of this maneuver and the officer of the deck was confused 
by the movement. After recognizing the danger that was ap- 
proaching, the Leyte Gulf also went to “Emergency Back Full” 
on its engines, but it was too late to avoid a collision. The 
Roosevelt and Leyte Gulf collided at 2:52 a.m. 

The result? Over $10,000,000 in damage to the two ships. 
Fortunately, there were no deaths or serious injuries involved. 

The Board of Inquiry results stated that 25 minutes to deliver 
one message by flashing light using Morse code was unsatisfac- 
tory. 

[From World Radio. Jack R. Main, W4YCZ, and various sources.] 


NETS 
W6CX Nets 


APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours CCCC Net Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 145.11- PL: 82.5 
Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Phone Net Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y Thursdays, 1900 Hours 
ATV Net Thursdays 2000 Hours Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Net Control: Mike Burke, KBERMT Jim Brunk*, NOBHX 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV (510) 372-8248 
Youth Net Thursdays 1900 Hours East County 146.535 Simplex 
147.060/+ (100 pl) dim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW (510) 432-3220 
South County 146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 (510) 837-3265 
MHz. Net Control: Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ West County 145.110/- 
Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 
Sheriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team - (510) 237-2777 
Clay Yale, NGYBQ ; 
(510) 228-8223 QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 
CCRA Net Mondays 1935 Hours Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
147.735- 145.49- 145.41- PL: 107.2 | (510) 229-5705 


* Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


W6CX Signal Strength Report Form 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee is trying to determine how our new antenna location has affected coverage. We would 
l appreciate it if as many members as possible would fill out and return the attached form. If you operate from multiple locations, 
with multiple radios or antennas or on multiple MDARC repeaters, please copy the form and submit one for each location, 
| radio, antenna and repeater. Please fill it out as completely as possible; but if there is some information you do not know don’t | 
let that stop you from sending it in. The more replies we can get the better we will be able to evaluate our coverage and make 
| plans for improving it. 
Please send your replies to Jim Brunk, N6BHX. Mailing address: 514 Palms Drive, Martinez, CA 94553. E-mail: 
l brunk@ix.netcom.com or via the DesignLink BBS. This form is also available on the MDARC Web Page and on the DesignLink 
BBS. 
If you are using a “beam” antenna, be sure it’s pointed at the top of Mt. Diablo. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Which repeater? «147.060 ¢ 224.780 © 441.325 Length and type of coax (if any): | 
Type of receiver: | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Received signal strength: 


Height of your antenna above ground: 
Are you using a preamp? If yes, how many dB gain? 


Type of antenna: 
Comments? (Please include any pertinent information such | 


as if there is a big hill directly between you and the top of the | 


| 
| 
| 
| Your location (city and cross streets please): 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Gain claimed by antenna mfr.: mountain.) | 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


August 10 7:30 pm MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villas, Concord 
August 21 8:00 pm MDAKC Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
August 30 September Carrier Deadline 
' October 4 1:00 pm Sunnyvale VEC Exams “ Consolidated Fire Training Center 


Gene Capener, WW6H, 510-254-5090 2945 Treat Blvd., Concord 
1st Sunday even months 


The Carrier | BULK RATE 

Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club ga rce 
RO. Box 23222 CONCORD, CA 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 ict as 


Change In Service Requested 


MDARC Meeting August 21 


